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SUBJECT: BOURGUIBA'S LATEST SPEECH: MORE TRAVEL AND 
ASSERTION HE WILLING "PARDON" SOVIET SPIES" 

REF: TUNIS 6924 AND 6294 

1. PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA IN SPEECH COMMEMORATING FORTIETH 
ANNIVERSARY OF FOUNDING OF PARTY (PSD) ON JANUARY 3 
SAID IN ADDITION TO ALREADY ANNOUNCED TRAVEL PLANS TO 
VISIT GREAT BRITAIN, SOVIET UNION AND CHINA. 

2. LATER IN SPEECH BOURGUIBA MENTIONED THAT FOLLOWING 
MIN INTERIOR'S DISCOVERY OF SOVIET ESPIONAGE RING IN 
TUNISIA AND LIBYA, PRESIDENT OF SUPREME SOVIET SENT 
SPECIAL EMISSARY TO HIM ASKING FOR RELEASE OF MEMBERS 
OF RING. HE SAID HE TOLD EMISSARY HE WAS PREPARED TO 
"PARDON" THEM BUT INVESTIGATION MUST BE BROUGHT TO 
CONCLUSION. 

3. COMMENT: SOVIETS MAY BE EMBARRASSED BY BOURGUIBA'S 
PUBLIC REFERENCE TO THIS DEMARCHE BUT AS REPORTED IN 
TUNIS 6294 IN APPEARED LIKELY THAT EMISSARY HAD INDEED 
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BEEN SENT IN CONNECTION WITH SOVIET SPY NETWORK. FACT 
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BOURGUIBA CONTINUING TO ADD COUNTRIES TO HIS ALREADY 
LONG LIST OF PROJECTED TRAVELS SHOWS HIS CURRENT 
ENTHUSIAMSM FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL IN NO WAY DAMPENED BY 
RECENT AFRICAN TOUR. 
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